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A distributed database system comprising:- 

and distributing 

ons for receiving said 
ilable at least- portions of 
the demands of a user of a 

comprises: a data store 
said database., ready for 
mearfe for extracting said data 
enerating a sequential data 
tribution; and transmission means 
itting said sequential data stream; 




ation comprises: decoder means to 
nsmitted data so as to reconstitute 
from; input means for a user of 
nput user commands in respect of 
said receiver station; receiver 
ting a database from said data 
mands ; memory means for 
aid database; and means for 
eot response to said user 

tid decoder means 
includes: data acquisition means r or \ext rac t i no a serial 
data stream and a synchronising signa]\from the transmitted 
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reguires 
ava i labl 



control 
am and reconstitute 
ns to continuously 
d data to said receiver 

wj^erein said receiver. v processing 
er means to examine said stream 
d extract said index data 

determine storage 
ce with a prescribed 
decision to store or 
data, said database 
transfer said individual 
te storage location in said 
m contingency action according to a 
volving changing the structure of 
ontinuously constitute said 

herein said memory means 
ount of available space for 

the constituted database, a 
ndex table relating the 

ry for storing records for 

iid prescribed algorithm 
said database handling mean^ to have regard to 
space in. said memory means, ^nri in the absence of 



available space, have regard to said useyr commands as input 
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rith said input means 



The system of claim 5 wherein sa: 



m'escribed 

itingency action also includes updating said index table 

lual database data beina 



lex 



data of said indi^ 



rem of claim 6 



lid user/ cpmman 



Lnout b\ 



itored wirfchin/sa 



ing wi/thi 



n s 



acco 



= orlna t 



includes 



rfc ters 



commun i c< 



ein said input means 
and a set of database search 
r, parses said constituted 

mmuni cable 
ters, formats the 
with a prescribed 
passes said records to said 



claim 7 wherein said means for 
(sses said communication memory and 
generating means to generate 
rposes in respect of the 
d in said display memory, 
^herein said input means 
stituted database for 
o/nmunicable records falling within said search 

iitional records to said. 



9 . The /sys te 
continuously 
additional c 

oaran/eters anjd oasses said 



comnfunicat ior memory for communication purposes in response 
to Receiving an appropriate us^r command input by the user 
10. The system of claim 9 whereiNn said prescribed 
communication format is separately definable by the 
discrete transmission of a t tr ibute A data from said central 
station 
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11. The system of claim lO wherein said decoder means 
receiver processing means, input means a*fd means for 
communicating operate concurrently wvth each other. 

12. A database receiver for a distributed database system 
of the tYbe/def in^d in claim 1 / said receiver comprising:- 

decoder means tto receive/and decode data ''■ transmitted 
to the database receiver t?o reconstitute database data 



therefrom * 

input m 
input by a\d 
demands of 

receive 
from said da 
comma 



eiving and processing user commands 
ceiver in respect of the 

r constituting a database 
fcf regard to said user 




g database data for constituting 

elected database data from 
rect response to said user 

tKibuted database for 



compVis ing : - 
ing dajra for t 



he database to 



ysing the distributed data in 
ands of the user for selective 

searching the stored data in response to a user command 
having regard to the demands of the user; and 
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icommuni cat ing selected stored data conforming to the 
demarvc 

14. A Method for receiving distributed database data and 
selectively communicating the same to a Xser comprising 

receiving and decoding distrihutejel data to reconstitute 
database aata therefrom; 

receiving and pijocesso^g us^ commands representative 
of the 

constituting a parab^s^ from the data^a^e data having 
regard to the \iser ^omm/ 

storing sel£ct/£d database data/ for the constituted 
database; and 

commun i cat ing ft^l/ected database data from the 
constituted datfetfas^e/ in cjarect response to the user 
cor 

ibase system comprising at least a 
imunication via communication means 



with a oluraJi' 



receiver 
at leasi 



;ta 



sleeted 



said receiver sta 



mean* 



idapted/ t 



meai 



The syst 



ir a user o 



processing m«> 



sent from sa 



m mi 



remote receiver stations; each remote 
luding storage means adapted to store 



of said primary database, each 
?r including data processing 
>rmation stored in said storaae 




r including input means 
action and wherein said data 
tion contained in data 
: d at least primary database and also processes 



information received from said innuft means in order to 
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itermine which portions of said data and in what manner 

ited to said user 

by s< 

17. ThW system of claim 16 wherei]/ the communication means 
comprises a selected port/iofn of/ a TV transmission signal 

18. The system of clai-ipr 17/yfierein said storage .means is 
sufficient Vte store s^ubs t^ajht i a 1 1 y the contents'- of said 
primary dat< 

19. The systemv of /c/l/im 1[7 wherein «*£id storage means is 
sufficient to s\fiife only (select^ portions of substantially 
the contents of/Akid pr irjiary/da tabase < 

20. The syst^gmyLoifVlaim y7 wherein the data stored in said 

»s more than one type of data 
.7 wherein each said remote 

£>d to receive and process said 
:t\vely receive and process said 

ein said communication means 
ink adapted for 
rimary database to said 
tions and at least a second 
ommunicat ion of data from 
tations to said primary 




23. The s 



wherein skid at least second 
communication link additionally is adapted for selective 
commui 



micfetion link additionally is adapted t 
mici/tion with a plurality of databases. 



24. The system of claim 22 wherein said at least second 
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Communication link is bidirectional and comprises one of 
the, public switched telephone network (PSTN) , or cellular 
telephone network, or GSM telephone Network. 

25. The system of cla-im 2 2i wherein' said subscriber stations 
connect\to said at /least /second communication link by means 
of a micr^oprocessoA- intjer/fac^ which comprises a modem. 

26. The system of /claim 25/ wherein said first 
communications 1 { nk is high bandwidth link adapted to 
transmit primary/ data/arjd secondary data with said primary 

Dortion of said bandwidth and said 

aid bandwidth 
at least second 
y low bandwidth, 
ein said forward 
a TV broadcast signal and 
es broadcast TV information and 
ses database data, 
wherein said data for 
t second communication link 
may or may not elicit a 

in said data for 
ond communication link 
to be downloaded. 
31. The system of claim 28 wherein said data for 




transmiss 



ior/ . 



on said at least second communication link 



\ 



initiates a voice call 
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is|r.ibuted 
ion further 
said data 
on contained, in 
s of data and also 
m said input means in 
of said data and in what 
ata are to be presented to 
ation. 

herein said data includes 
ble data . 

i wherein said data can include 
storage in storage means in 
by said receiver station, 
therein said 
ol programme adapted to 
data and to update and/or 
data resident in said storage 

f claim 35 wherein said receiver 
some of said data by means of a 
id protoco 1 . 
»f\claim 36 wherein said data is 
categorised in said protocol ^s either object data or 
stflream data 

3$. The receiver station of claiVi 37 wherein said object* 

Jditionally include command objects and subscription 
Control obiects 



39y A distributed database system comprising: 

\ a central station for accumulating and distributing data on a database, said 
central statioircomprising: 

\ a data store for storing accumulated data from said database, ready for 
distribution; \ 

\processing means for extracting said data from said data store and 
generating a sequentiardata stream therewith for distribution; and 

transmission means for encoding and transmitting said sequential data 
stream; and \ 

a plurality of receiver stations for receiving said data and selectively making 
available at least portions of said data in accordance with the demands of a user of a said 
receiver station, each of said receiver stations comprises: 

decoder means to receive and decode transmitted data so as to 
reconstitute said database data theretrom; 

input means foAthe user of said receiver station to input user commands 
in respect of the demands of the user ta said receiver station; 

receiver processing, means for constituting a database from said data 
having regard to said user commands; \ 

memory means for storing data for constituting said database; and 

means for communicating selected data in direct response to said user 
commands; \ 
wherein said decoder means includes: \ 



• 



/Eh 




data acquisition means for extracting a serial data stream and a synchronization 
signal from the transmitted data; 

a da'ta decoder to filter out data control information from said serial data stream 
and reconstitute said database data; and 

transfer means to continuously transfer a stream of reconstituted data to said 
receiver processmg me^ns, and 

wherein said receiver processing means includes: 

further decoder means to examine said stream of reconstituted data and extract 
index data therefrom; and^ 

database handling means to determine storage of individual database data in 
accordance with a prescribeoyalgorithm, 

whereby in response to a decision to store or update said individual database 
data, said database handling means is adapted to transfer said individual database data to a 
requisite storage location in saimmemory means and perform contingency action according to 
said prescribed algorithm involving changing the structure of said database so as to 
continuously constitute said database. 



40. X^The system of claim 39, whe;^{n said iriemory means comprises: 
a predetermined amount of availa^ space f^r storing communicable records of the 
constituted database; 

a separate space for^^rip^arf^dex tablfe relating" the records; and 
a communication m^oi^pr/storing secorctefor said means for communicating. 



41. The system of claim 40, wne^in said prescribed algorithm requires said 
database handling means to haye regard to available space in said memory means, and in the 
absence of available space, /h£tfe regard/to said user^ommands as input with said input means. 



# 



The system of claim 41, wherein saidjrfescribed contingency action further 
includes u^ating said index table w^th the index/lata o/said individual database data being 
stored. 



system of cl^im 42, Wherein said input means processes said user 
commands and a set of database search paramete/s input by a user, parses said constituted 
database stored witWti said memory means for communicable records falling within said search 



y^mean 



parameters, formats the selected records in accordance with a^prescribed communication 



format, and passes said Records to said co 



ication memory. 



44. The systen/ of claim 43, wherein s^id means for communicating accesses said 
i&N(ncludes a character generating means to generate characters for 



communication memc 



display purposes m respect of me communicaole records stored in said display memory; 

wherein said input means continuously parses said constituted database for additional 
communicable records falling witnin saig search parameters and passes said additional records 
to said communication memory for\c 
appropriate user command input by 



wherein 
transmission of 



saktf prescribed cor 
attribute data from said^ 



unication purposes in response to receiving an 
ser; and 

cation format is separately definable by the discrete 
entral station. 



signal with a plui al^ty of remote receiver 




45. Aremote receiver station ^qn^use with a distributed database system comprising 
at least a primary n^a^>a^e in communication^ via communication means including a television 



, comprising: 

elected portion of said primary database; 
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processing means adapted/Co process information stored in said storage means; 
means for a user; 

wherein said data processing means processes the information contained in data 
received frornbne or more sciur^es or data and also processes information received from said 
input means in brder to determine w/iich portions of said data and in what manner said 
portions of said data are to be prese/ited to said user by said receiver station; 

wheyrein said (lata indludes displayable data and executable data, and can include 
executable data adafrted for/storagef in said storage m^saSsfov execution by said remote receiver 
station; 

executable data ^eludes a control program adapted to recognize 
replace portions of said data resident in said 



wherein 

the nature of said data aqfcj to updajte an; 
storage means; and 

wh^j 

packet based object oriented^ptocbl. 



station receives at least some of said data by means of a 



46. The receiver station on claim 45, wherein said data is categorized in said 

J \\1 

protocol as either object data or stream data. 




47. The receiver station of djdim 46, wherein said objects additionally include 
Ld objects and! subscription contiM objects. 



